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Editar's hate: This is the prepared text of Prasident Jimmy

Certar's spaech in occapting the Harry 5 Truman Public
Sarvica Award,

Last year [ came to agres with what Harry Truman said
about being president, “There i3 one thing about this jub; it
hasre futurein it.™ 3 .l

Happily, I can report ta you tonight that I lixe my new
title, private citizen — and the responsibilities that g9 with
ik : : o
This is my first speech since my farewsll address to the
nation four months ago. I never thought this kind of ex-
tendad vacation would be pessible — but neither did 1 expect
the election results that came last November! 4

It has indeed heen a very pleasant time for me with my
current dutles and my good memories of the past and [
particularly appreciate the homor tonight of being
associated publicly with one of my heroes, President Harry
& Truman, : i g

[ never had the opportunily to meet him personally but,
without his ever knowing it, he and [ have sharsd some
memerable experiences, - - -

We grieved together in 1345, and hoth of us wers feapfy]
about the futurs of our nation when Prasident Roosavelt died
and we realized that the United States had a new com-
manderin chief. -~ 5

4 few months later [ was at sea in the North Atlantie. All
of us were instructed to assemble before the ship's loud-
speakers for a special radio announcement from the
I131t‘»aai|i-a:-|t, [ will always remember the flat Missouri vaice of

darty Truman as it crackled along the crew with a
bewildering message: Atomic power had been unleashad in
the world n hopes that peace could finaily come and the
lives of many Americans might be apared in the military
forces then preparing to invade Japan, We American ser-
vicemen shared President Truman's conviction that this
invasion of the Japaness homeland would have cost at least
a million lives, and of course thers was no guarantee of
success evenifthe attempt had been made. -

Truman never doubted the wisdem of his decision to use

atomic weapons to end the war. But having made that

. fateful cheice, he was always especially conscious of the
destructive force of atomic power and the need for it %0 he
controlled. - s
Later, while at submarine school in New London, I shared
- with the prasident the ordeal of the 1948 election. We had 51
officers enralled, and I was the only one who admittad to
being a Democrat. During the days leading up ta the alag-
tion, the others teased me unmercifully, but the follawing
day I could not find a single one willing to talk to me ahout
the reauita. ; : -
A few years later I had my only glimpse of Presidant
Truman. A3 a yourg officer, I was in charge of the pra-
* commizsioning crew of the second atomic submarins, tha
Sza Woif, and was privileged to attend the kesl-laying
cersmonies of the first nuelear ship, the USS Nautiles, Thars
was a large crowd in New Londen for the occasion, and oniy
at a distapce could [ see the flash of an arc welder as tha
prasident touched it to the special steel. Again, an wun.
Selicvwabis force would Ba galeashad — this tima to nranal
ships which would protect our mation and preserve the
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ward acceptance speech” -

opinicn polls was not worthy to hold the cifice, {

He practiced what he preached. If he had cared primarily
about popularity, he would never Rave firsd Douglas -
MeArthur, He would never have fought the oil comaneis by -
vetoing giveaway natural gas legislation. He would naver
have instituted fair employment practices in the federal
Bovernment to eliminate job discrimination, s

W can still learn a lot from his wise words and from Kis :
actions. Here are a faw examples: : ‘

[t has been 15 years since Hiroshima, and today we know. !
— but sometimes forget — that the explosive fores of a |
single hydrogen bomb can be a theusand times greater than
that of the first one used in 1945, : 4

It is good for us to.remember what Troman said: “As
President [ had the fateful responsibility of deciding
wiether or not to use this weapon for the first time. It sas
the hardest decision I ever had to make.. Since then, it has
bean my constant aim to prevent its use for war ard to
hasten its use for peacs.” i f .

Later he reported, “The United States oifered to stop |
making atomic bombs when an effective system of in- |
tzrnational control had been set up. Wa offsrad to dispoge of
our existing bombs, and to turn over to an international |
agency full information the production of atomic |

enargy.' . T . :
The control and reduction of atomic weapanry is still a
vital and pressing challenge for all political leaders, and the
world is still looking to ua for leadership on this crecial
I33Ue, e i i
Today, the civil rights of every American are guaranteed
by law, but the role of the government isin question and the
battle for economic oppartunity has not baen won. =)
Truman said: “It Is more important than ever hafaore t
insura that all Americans enjoy these sights. When I say
Americans I mean all Americans., We must keep moving
forward, with new concepts of civil rights to safeguard our
heritage, The extension of eivil rights today means, ‘not
protection of the people against the government, but
protection of the peaple by the government. We must malka
the federal government a Friendly, vigilant defander of the i
rights and equalities of all Americans. And I mean all
Americans.,” . il : : 1!
Today, the cause of human rights bas taken on world-wide |
proportions, extending from Warsaw to Saa Salvadoer, It is |
not 2 new issue, and it isnot a dying lasue. .. i
Harry Truman said: “The attzinment of worldwida i
respect for essential human rights i2 synenomous with the |
attainment of world peace. The people cf the world want a |
peaceful world, a prosperous world, and a free world, and

-whera the basic rights of men everywhere are observed and |

reapeacted, there will be such a world."

He added, O us a3 a nationa rests the responsibility of |
taking a psotion of leadership in the siruggle for human |
rights. We cannet turn asids from the task if we wish tot
remain true to the vision of our forefathers and the ideals i
that have made our History what it is." i

America must never ignore our forget these worda, .. |

Frezident Truman was praphetic about ather important |
challenges to our country. i

Taday, the United Stztes, once a net exporter of oil, has !
becoma the world's graatest imperter. Our nations's stale |
in erergy development — tha jssus over which Trumian kagd |
some of his most bittar political hattles — has now bacome !

Item SA
Page 21




LT IS LESLULS Has CEILE ldas uveliue, F

It has indeed been a very pleasant time for me with my
current duties and my good memories of the past and [
pariicufarly appreciate the honor tonight of being
asseciated publicly with one of my heroes, President Harry
& Trurman.

I naver had the opportunity to meet him personally but,
without his ever knowing it, he and [ have shared some
memorable experiznces.

We grieved togather in 1943, and both of us wers fearfyl
about the futurs of our nation when President Roosevelt diad
and we realized that the United States had a new com-
mander in chief. ;

A few months [ater [ was at sea in the Mocth Atlantie; Al
of us were instructed to assemble before the ship's loud-
speakers for a special radio announcement from the
t:{resident. I will always remember the flat Missouri voice of

arry Truman as it crackled along the crew with a
hewjjder-:ng message: Alomic power had been unleashed in
the world in hopes that peace could finally come and the
lives of many Amerieans might be spared in the military
forces then preparing to invade Japan, We American ser-
viceman shared President Truman's convietion that this
invasion of the Japanese homeland would have coat at least
a million lives, and of course there was ne guarantes of
success even if the attemnpt had been made,

Truman never doubted the wisdom of his decision to use
atomic weapons to-end the war. But having made that
fateful choice, he was always especially conscious of the
destructive force of atomic power and the need for it to be
controlled. e

Latar, while at submarine school in New London, I shared

. with the president the ordeal of the 1548 elecHon. Wa had 51 i

oificers enrolled, and I was the only one who admitted to
being a Democrat. During the days leading up ta the slec.
tion, the others teased me unmercifully, but the fcllowing
dey-I could not find 2 singls one willing to talk to me about
the results. . fEey e
A few years later [ had my only glimpse of President
Truman. As a young ofticer, I was in charge of the pre-
* commissioning crew of the second atomic submarine, the
Sea Wolf, and was privileged to attend the kzel-laying
ceremonjes of the first ruclear ship, the 1155 Nautilus. Thars
w35 a large coowd in New Landon for the occasion, and only
at a distance could ! sas ths flash of an are welder as the
president touched it to the special steel Again, an un-
© seliovable foros would ba unleashed — this time o propal
ships which would proteet our nation and presscve the
peacs, ' :

Some of these experience, of course, were shared with -

many people, but tonight [ want to talk sbout a special
relationship shared wiltt only 8 very few — that derived
frcm sarvice as president of the United States,
In the White House I learmed all I could sbout my
«+ predecesasor, bat for reasons which this particalar audiences
can-well understand, much of my studying was devoted to

the: Truman’ gdministration. In assessing those critiral

rears, I was impressed with the sometimes strangs per-
sistence of [ssues which have bound modern presidents
Logether. Many of hisz problems wera still mine, and many of
the decisions he made helped to determine what I kad to do.
- Some key thoughts and phrases now come to mind, atill
significant to a president after more than 30 years: civil
rights, oil companies, ‘Israsl, Palestine, nuclear armas
contrel, China, Korea, hostages, inflation, fuil employment,
Greece ard Turkey, Iran, the Soviet Union (and Andrsi
Gromtyko), Poland, the United nations — and the Truman
Baleany. o =i :
. With some of the issues, like peace in the Middle East and
«civil rights at home, the goals for which wa strugzle are
remarkable unchanged aven though time hag giver ug some
‘elements of prograss, :

For others, the situation has completely changed or aven
reversed. For President Truman, [ran was a notahle sue-

‘c233 a3 he fareed Soviet withdrawal, China, on tha ather

“anrl hearame ane of the o gedise af hia S T S

.where the basic rights of men everywhars are ohserved and |

-shoeked the world: “The tremendous impratance of oil to

- predescessgrs heeded his sdmenition!

* nation and to realize some of its mors worthy goals. Dehata

: - 2 T,
Wigiher gr pot 0 we this wespon fur the Fost tine. It was
the Rdrdest decision [ ever had to make...Since then, it has
besn my constant aim to prevent its use for war and to
hasten its use for peace.” el : . ]
Later he reparted, “The Unitad States offered to stop
making atomic bombs when an effective system of in-
ternational control had been set up. We offared to dispase of
our existing bombs, and to turn over to an international
agency full information on the production of atomic
energy." . 2
The control and reduction of atomic weaponry is still a
vital and preasing challenge for all political leaders, and the
waorld is still fooking to us for leadership on this erueial
izsue, i
Today, the civil rights of every American are guarantsed
Ly law, but the role of the government iz in question 2nd the
battle for economic epportunity has not baen won, -
Truman said: "It is more important than ever before ¢
inzure that all Americans enjoy these rights. When I say |
Americans I mean all Americars.,.We must keep moving
forsard, with new concepts of civil rights to safeguard our
heritage. The extension of eivil rghts today means, not
protection of the people against the government, but
protection of the peaple by the government. We must make
the federal government a friendly, vigilant defender of the
rights and equalities of all Americans, And I mean all
Americans,” . : it J
Today, the cause of human rights has taken on warld-wide |
proportions, exterding from Warsaw Lo San Salvador. It i
net a new iasue, and it i3 not a dying issue. e |
Harry Truman said: “The attainment of worldwide |
respect for essential human rights is synonomous with the |
attainment of world peace. The people of the world want 3

peaceful world, a prosperous world, and 2 free world, and |

respected, there will be suchaworld " - ° . _
He added, "On us as a nations rests the responsibility of |-
taldng a psotion of leadership in the struggle for human |
rights, We cannot turn aside from the task if we-wish to '
remain true tg the vision of our forefathers and the jdeals |
that have made our history what it is." Fet |
America must never [gnore our forget these words, .. |
President Truman was prophetic about other important |
challenges to cur country. : ]
Taday, the Unlted States, once 3 net exportar-of oil, has
become the world's grastest importer. Qur rations's stake
in enargy development — ths issu= ever wiich Trunian had
some of his most bitter political battlzs — has now beesme
more obvipus and even more ciritical.” With remarkable

foresight, President Truman wrote 28 years before OPEC

¥
the zovernment s difficult to overestimate, The production |

of petroleum in the United States during 1952 fell far short of |
meeting the consumption, and this daficit [s expected to |
grow larger year by year." ; ; it

How mueh easier my job -would have been had my

With the passage of time, building on the mistakes of some
and tke wisdom of others, wa have continuad to imorove aur

Is more open and free. Civil rights are now at least
recognized in the laws of the land. Simee Vietnam the
American public has become more intimately involved in
shaping foreign policy. We have finally recognized some
inherent limits even on our own natural resources and by |
avaiding unnaeessary involvement in the internation affairs
of other countries. - .

As in Harry Truman's day, it is a dificuit and challenging
time to represent the people’s interests in public office,
Weel-ieled lobhyists still haunt Washington sesking
favarable treatment at the expense of the general public,
Fringa political groups wse scare tactics to intimidate thoga
who disagres with them. And now thers is a heightened
ikepticiam about what gaverrment caa or should ae-
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rights, oll companies, lsragl, raiesune, nuuicar aius
‘contral, China, Korea, hostages, inflation, full employment,
‘Grespe and Tuckey, [fan, the Soviet Union (and Andrei
Gromtyko), Poland, the United naticns — and the Truman
‘Balcony. : : P

- With some of the issues, like peace in the Middle Zast and
«civil rights at home, the goals for which we struggle are
remarkable unehanged even though time has given us some
:zlaments of progress. (Rt : :

. For others, the situation has completely changed ar even
‘rayersed. For President Truman, Iran was a notable sue-
'ces3 as he farced Soviet withdrawal. China, on the other
‘hand, became one of the tragedies of his administration with
‘adverse consequences which would last for many years.
«(For him the South balcony was a matter of highest con-
“troversy and criticiem. For me and Raosalynn it was a placa
“uf peace, beauty and tranguility.) :

L AsT walked the floors of the White Eouse or workad in the
*Oval Détice T thought many times that more of his proposals
-should have been adopted. Some of them could have saved
-me and our nation a lot of anguish. We can only imagine how
different tha world might be if the Congress and the United
‘Mations. had adopted his proposal to outlaw ail nuelear
. Iwaapons, On the other hand, the worid may have seen worse
oroblems if the Soviet leaders had accepted Truman's in-

~vitztion to participate in the implemantation of the Marshall

“Plan for rebnilding Europe.

*  President Truman faced some very difficult tirzes, but ha .

-was always detarmined to protect ocr national interests, to
‘resist aggression and at the same time to establizh a per-
*manent basis {or peace. e e

. =- As president, Harry Truman had Lo deal with war but he
-heiped make it poszible for ma to enjoy four years of peace.
~He made it clear that'we would mest communist threats to
-freedom whenever our own interests were involved. He
sreconfirmed the principle of civilian control of the military,
sand constantly fought to protect the canstitutional power of
‘the presidsncy. He believed correctly that he was the best
"spukesman and protector for his fellow citizens — and he did

-speak up For them, and he did protect their intarests even

“though at times the poepla didn't understand what he was

-]duing. He was willing to take the heat — and he had to take a

slotofit! S :

- He way criticized from both sides. From the left, by those
- “who continued to trust Stalin and who wanted America to be

-more accommodating to our former wartime zllisg In the.

<eommunist world. From the right, by those who ezpoused a
“nuclear confrontation in #orea. As a matter of fact, the
~fundamental policies he established following World War IT
still form the basis for U.S, foreign policy. Earis
~ Ashe faced re<slection President Truman's worst political
~problmes were with his domestic poiicies — particularly
~within his own party. When the Democratic Conventlon of
*1348 approved a progressive civil rights plank the Dixiecrats
“walked out. They said Harry Truman bad gone too far,
* A reporter asked Strom Thurmond Vancther problem
-Truman and 1 shared} why he was concerned. After all,
Thadn'™ Roosevelt run on a similar platform? "I agree,”
~Thurmond said, “but Truman really meansit.'" . .
< The left wing of his party was just as unhappy. They failed
T atactus beet timas kad shanTad.] and wanted him to

shaping foreign palicy. We have fnally recognized some
inherent limits.even co our own natural resources and by ’J
gvoiding unnecessary iavelvament in the internation affairs §
of other countries. ; ~ o
As in Harry Truman's day, it is & dificelt and challenging |
time to represeni the paople’s-interests in public office,
Weel-heeled lobbyists still” haunt Washington seeking
favorable treatment 2t the expense of the general public.
Fringe political groucs use scars tactics to intimidate those
who disagres with.them. And now there is a heightened
skepticism about whal goverrmment can of should ae-
complish. There are aven those who argue that.the maid
business of government should be to do nothing — to
ahancdon thode whe need help and to retreat from the fleid of |
polities] battle, especially on the most coptroversial and
vital issues. These voices are not new; for the time being
thay ar= only louder. el ; : :
Somma of the crities simply do not have aith in demoeratic
government, because thay fear the exercise of the public.
will — the demand for justice and broadsr economic op- |
portunity. : e |
Harry Truman alwavs remembered that our nation's best ‘
inwestment was in peaple. He had to struggle for success,

- and he appreciated government at all levels and its reson-

sibilities in overcoming obstacles to personal achievement.
Ee was never reluctant ta use government forcefully when .
necessary to pursue the public good. He was proud of tight .
budgeting and the slimination of waste, but these goals were
not considerad to be ends in themselves. They mersely
permitted government o o a better job of what was right
gnd what was necessary. g LT L e

His ultimate goals were the same ones that still guide our
Democratic party and most other Americans, He witnassed
fuctuations in public opinion and had to accommodata them
at times, but hs basie beliefs did not change and he was
always willing to fight for them.”

In my Inaugural address [ quoted my high schoel teacher,
Miss Julia Coleman, who often said,"We must adjust to
changing times and still keld on to unchanging p rinciples.” .

Times do change and the new challenges for each
generation must be met with wisdom and courage, but there
are same important things which stay the same. ey

The traditicn that Harry Truman inherited from Franklin
Roosevelt was continued once again by John Kennedy and
Lyndon Johnson. They all knew that carrying on a tradition
meant much more than just trying to repeat what had oc-
curred before. These Demoeratic presidents were all

committed to the imertant cole that government can and

must play in building 2 just society, a secure nation, and &
paaceful world. ; i

The difficulty is in balaneing these commitments against
one another 50 that all can be pursued with the optimum
chancs for success. I had to face the same kind of
challanges: basic rights for human beings; a healthy
nationsl economy; the maintenance of a strong defense
farce: an actlve seapeh for pesce and arms control; the
protection of our natural rescurces; the growing challenge
of nuelear proliferation and the organiztion of an effective
government to maks possible the achievement of these
goals.
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rights, nil 3
‘control. China, Korea, hostages, inflation, full emplayment,

‘Gragce and Turkey, Iran, the Soviet Union {and Andrei .
Gromtyko), Poland, the United nations — and the Truman

‘Balcony.

* With some of the issues, like peace [n the Middle East n.r:ﬂ.

‘eivil rights at home, the goals for which we struggle are
rermarkable unchanged even though time has given us scme
‘elamentd of progress. Rt

. For others, the situation has completely changed or even
‘reversed. For President Truman, Irzp was a notakle sue-
‘paz3 g5 he forced Soviet withdrawal, China, on the other
‘hand, became one of the tragedies of his administration with
‘adverse consequences which would last for many years.
.[For him the South balcony was a matier of highest con-
“troversy and criticism. For me and Rosalynn it was a place
-of peace, beauty and trangquility.)

I As ] walked the floors of the White Eouse or worked in the
“Owval Dffice [ thought many times thal more of his proposals
~should have béen adopted. Some of themn couwld have saved
"ma and our nation a lot of anguish. We can only imagine Dow
different the world might be if the Congress and the United
‘Mations had adopted his proposal to outlaw all nuclear
“weapans. On the other hard, the world may have saen worse
~problems {f the Soviet lazdears had accapted Truman’a in-
~vitation ko partieipate inthe implamentation of the Marshall
*Plan for rebuilding Europe. fere i ) :
* President Truman faced some.vary difficult times, but he
“was always determined to protect our national interests, to
resist aggression and at the same tme to establish a per-
*manent basis forpeace.  © -, ° it

I. As president, Harcy Trumamhad to deal with war but he
*helped make it possible for me to enjoy four years of peace.
-He made it clear that we would mest eommunist threats to
“freedom whenever our own interssis were involved. He
=reconfirmed the principle of civilian control of the military,
:and constantly fought to orateet the constitutional power of
-the presidency. He believed correctly that he was the best
~spokesman and protector for his fellow citizens — and ke did

- =speak up for them, and he did protect their interests even |

~though at times the poeple didn't enderstand what he was
*doing, He was willing to take the heat —and he had to take a
=lokofit! - ey

. Hewageriticized from both sides. From the leét, by those -

- =who centimued to trust Stalin and who wanted America tobe

more accommodating to our former wartima allies in the

Zeommunist world. From the tight, by those who gapoused a
“puclear confrontation in Korea. 4s a matier of fact, the
~fundamental policies he astablished following World War
>atill form the basis for U5, foreign policy. iy
= Ashefaced re-election President Truman’s worst political
. ~problmes were with his domestic policies — particularly
~within his own party. When the Democratic Convention of
1348 approved a progressive civil rights plank the Dixiecrats
“walked out. They said Barry Truman had gone tco far.
. A reporter asked Strom Thurmond (another problem
~Truman and [ shared) why he was concerned. After all,
“hadn't Hoosevelt run on a similar platform? "I agree,”
~Thurmond said, “but Truman really meanait™: - -
= Theleft wing of his party was just as unhappy. They failed
~to acknowladge that times had changed, and wantad hirn ta
re-enact the New Deal of the 19302 and early s and made
~avery effort to throw him out a3 the Democratic leader, He
" dismissed them a3 "crackpets” and continued to lead in kis
COWT way. ; s FAT,
~ Things turped out well for our country, and he managed ta

“win — without the Diziecrats and without the “grackpots.”

=Aftar he won that big upset he continued to serve well, leit

Zoffice as our most unpopular president — but, a3 you knew, ©

.15 now recogized as a truly greatleader. ]

s Asa Democratic president, I learned to respect this man

-‘more for his character than for his political ability. He used
to say:that any President who.made decisions baged on
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companies, |lsTael, IAlesune, Oulisal aruls

-curred befors. These
committed to the imertant role that government can and .

AR Bl S gl BT R 2 R
shaping foreign policy. We have finally recognized seme
inherent limits.even on aur own natural resourced and by-J
avoiding unnecessary invalvement in the internation affaics |
of other countries. s by
A3 in Harry Truman’s day, it isa difieult and challenging
time to represent the people's intarests in public office.
Wael-heeled lobbyists still haunt Washington seeking
favorahle treatment at the expense of the general public.
Fringe political groups Lse scars tactics to intimidate those
who disagres with. ther. And now there is a heightened
skepticism ahout what goverrment ean or should ac-
complish. There are even those who argue that.the main
business of government shenld be to do nothing — to |
ahandon these whe need help and to retreat fram the feld of |
political bate, especially on the most controversial and |
vital issues, These voices are not new; forthe time being
they are only louder. =3 : : E
Sama of the critics simply do not have faith in demoeratic |
government, because they fear the exercise of the public |
will — the demand for justice and breader economie op-
portunity. ; Hog b |
Harry Truman always remembered that our nation’s best
invastrment was in people. Be had to struggle for success,
and he appreciated government at all levels and its regon- |
sihilities in oversoming obstacles to personal achievement. |
Ha was never reluctant to use government forcefully when |
necessary to pursue the public good. He was proud of tight 4
budgeting and the elimination of waste, bul thase goals were |
not considersd to be ends in themselves. They merely !
permitted government to do a better job of what was right
and what wasnecessary. =~ . T R
His ultimate goals were the same ones that still guide our
Democratic party and mast other Americans. He witnessed
fluctuations in public epinion and had to accommedate them |
at times, but hs basic beliefs did not change and he was |
always willing to fight for them.’ ‘
In my inaugural address I queted my high achool teacher,
Miss Julla Caleman, who oiten said,""We must adjust to
changing tirmes and still hold on t.nu.uchanilng principles.”
Times do change and the new challenges for each |
generation must be met with wisdom and courage, but there
are some important things which stay the same. Tt
The tradition that Barry Truman inherited from Franklin -
Roosevelt was continued once again by John Kennedy and
Lyndon Jokmson. They all knew. that earrying on a tradition |
maant much more than just tying Lo repeat what had oc-
Demecratic presidents “were all

must play in building a just scciety, a secure nation, and a
peaceful world. - T i
The difficulty is in balancing these commitments against
one another so that all can be pursued with the optimum
chancs for success. I had to face the same kind of
challenges: basic rights for human beings; a healthy
national economy: the maintenance of a strong defense
force; an achve search for peace and arms control; the
protection of our natural resources;. the growing challenge
of nuclear proliferation and the organiztion of an effective
government to make possible the achievement of these
goals. : ] 3
all of miy efforts and those of other Presidents have heen
enhanced by the example set for us Ly President Harry
Truman. Ouor ssntiments have best been expressed by a
genuine American hers — General George C. Marshall.
Standing with President Truman one day he said: B

“Tha trup measure of this man will only be proved By
histary. But I want ta say-hers and now that there neverhas
been a deeision made under this man's administration thal
has not been made in the best intarest of the coun try. It isnoi
anly the course of those decision that will live, but the in-
tpzrity of them.” ; T






